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World’s first Wakeboard Resort built in Portugal 
 
WWA Supra Wakeboard World Championships and cable parks facilities reinforce 

Portugal’s position as a nautical and water sports destination 
 
The municipalities of Abrantes, Ferreira do Zêzere, Mação, Sertã and Vila de Rei, the 
Tourism of Center and the Portuguese Association of Wakeboard and Wakeskate 
(APWW) in partnership with EIPWU (7 Wonders projects organizers) joined on the 
promotion of the Central Region of Portugal through Wakeboard, a sport that is growing 
worldwide and has more practitioners than Surf in the US. 
 
“Wakeboard is a fairly recent sport, which has been recognized by its spectacle, attracting 
fans all over the world. It is a water sport with the highest growth rate in the US, where it 
started 25 years ago. It has spread all over the world and we know now that only in Europe 
there are over three million people practicing”, says André Matos, APWW President. 
 
This is a pioneering vision over the Wakeboard potential in our country. It is a strategic 
project to position Portugal as an European cluster of the sport and to promote Castelo 
do Bode Lake as a place of excellence for Wakeboarding. 
 
World Wakeboard Association President, Shannon Starling, has called Portugal the 
“European Florida” because it resembles the fantastic conditions for the wakeboard 
practicing. For the first time the Wakeboard top event is performed outside the 
United States and will take place in Portugal, at Castelo do Bode Lake in 
September. 
 
“We will host a mega sport event, the WWA World Wakeboard Championships set in 
Castelo do Bode Lake, a new destination in the center of Portugal. The goal is to create a 
new wakeboard destination, by building the world’s first Wakeboard resort in Castelo do 
Bode Lake. The world championships will leverage the promotion of this region”, says Luís 
Segadães, Territorial Marketing expert and one of the responsible for organizing the event. 



 
 

 

 
 
The calendar project includes the National Wakeboard Championships in June and the 
WWA Supra Wakeboard World Championships in September, which will bring to Portugal 
the best international athletes. There are being developed projects to implement the cable 
parks around Castelo do Bode Lake. A genuine resort which combines sports and tourism, 
leveraging the center region. 
 
Wakeboard has democratized and it became a sport of masses by installing cable parks, 
real theme parks that make it more accessible, which delight Wakeboard practitioners and 
non-practitioners. Those cable parks reduce costs for people practicing as well as the 
ecological footprint (the cable systems have low power consumption, powered by 
electricity). 
 
Cable parks become leisure places of excellence, with parallel activities and a consequent 
increase on the touristic demand, hotel and restaurant. This initiative will have a huge 
impact on Castelo do Bode and Portugal’s economic and touristic growth. 
 
“To accomplish major sports, cultural or scientific events, multiplies communication and 
enhances the destination knowledge. Thus the WWA Supra Wakeboard World 
Championships together with the extraordinary landscape of Castelo do Bode Lake will be 
a distinctive element on the touristic development of the Center region”, says Pedro 
Machado, Portugal Tourism of Center President. 
 
The project was presented at a press conference on Friday, February 27, 2015, at BTL-
Bolsa de Turismo de Lisboa exhibition and it has included the intervention of Shannon 
Starling, World Wakeboard Association President, Maria do Céu Albuquerque, CIMT 
President, Jacinto Lopes, Ferreira do Zêzere Municipality President, Pedro Machado, 
Portugal Tourism of Center President and Arnaldo Paredes, Secretary of State for Sports 
and Youth. 
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